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b 


mandpa. I need a nail to make 
airplane.” Perhaps in your 
eye you can see four-year- 
lly standing there, hammer in 
in dire need of a nail. His 
“yes are bright with imagina- 
All he needs to start that 
project is a simple thing 
grandpa can supply. 
ve, Billy,” says grandpa. “We 
=t that nail.” 
. minute or so Billy and grand- 
* out on the back porch driv- 
tnail in a board. It is not too 
o get’ the nail started. But 
ba shares a bit of his seventy 
of know-how. In due time 
ss happy with his hammer and 
Ind dream. 
ther time it was Barbara who 
ith a pressing invitation for 
ma to come and see what she 
odo on the rings. 
ny the grandchildren’s gym set 
just across the drive from 
grandpa and grandma live. 
mds in the shade of an Eng- 
alnut tree. As the afternoon 
-arm. it was not hard for grand- 
decide to find a place in the 
and see what Barbara could 
the rings. 
a very businesslike way Bar- 
ttook hold of the rings. She 
l her heels into the air and 
her feet through the rings. 
st before you could say “Jack 
sson” she was hanging by her 
Back and forth she swung 
nrms free. Sure she could do it! 
tra could hang by her knees 
the rings! 


ee ————————— 
Blair, Nebraska, February 13, 1956 
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Happy Days for Grandpa 


By H. A. Brandt 


“Watch this!” said Dene in the 
superior tones of an eight-year-old 
brother. And so Dene went through 
his stuff on the gym rings. It was 
much more than grandpa cared to 
try. There was a time in the days of 
his youth when grandpa would have 
accepted the challenge set by Dene. 
‘But not now. It is better for grand- 
pa to stand by, to be content with a 
word of encouragement to the 
young. 

And so pass the happy days for 
grandpa, days when more free time 
than he had when his four children 
were growing up makes it possible 
for him to enjoy nine grandchildren 
of assorted ages and temperaments. 
Having a family involves some very 
real hazards. The same is true for 
grandchildren. But so far one grand- 
pa has ‘been fortunate and glad to 
make the most of the opportunities 
offered. 

When one of the convenient 
grandchildren says, “Grandpa, let’s 
go outside and see the trees,” it is 
go outside ond see the trees that we 
immediately undertake. 

In looking at trees there is a world 
of things to see. In the back lot 
commonly visited there are peach 
trees and plum trees. Over there is 
an apricot, yonder a couple of apple 
trees. For each kind of tree the 
leaves are different. For each the 
fruit is different. And see how they 
grow: the peach tree with the wind, 
the apples tall and erect, the apricot 
pointing its branches into the wind. 
So the shapes of the trees are dif- 
ferent and characteristic. God made 
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the trees to grow, each according to 
its kind. 

Where there are trees there are 
pretty sure to be birds. There are 
birds that sing and birds that eat 
fruit. Birds build nests varying in 
shape and appointments from the 
feather-lined pride of the linnet to 
the minimum platform of twigs as- 
sembled by the careless turtle dove. 
On a ramble through the back lot 
both gradpa and the grandchildren 
can learn something new about our 
feathered friends. 

Look closely when out of doors 
and you are sure to see some in- 
teresting bug. Sometimes as one 
walks along a startled grasshopper 
will mount up and go soaring off 
like a miniature airplane. That love- 
ly bit of something fluttering along 
from flower to flower is a butterfly. 
Under any old board or sizeable 
stone one can find the beetles, the 
little fellows that scurry for cover 
when light falls on them. Of course, 
there are always the pill bugs, curl- 
ing up and playing possum. Put 
them in a bottle and see how they 
relax and begin to crawl around. 

If one watches closely he may 
view a tiny lizard sunning himself 
on a post or an exposed tree trunk. 
That strangely meandering track 
of bulged up earth was made by a 
mole. The mound of fresh earth near 
yonder tree was pushed up by a 
busy pocket gopher. 

When grandpa and the grandchil- 
dren return from a walk it may be 
to rest on the davenport for a little 
while. If there are lingering ques- 
tions, the encyclopedia will show 
pictures and tell more about the 
things we want to know. Sometimes 
it is a picture magazine that takes 

(Continued on page 15) 
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News and Notes 


The New First Lutheran Church 
Fremont, Nebraska 


Fremont, Nebraska, Archie L. Mad- 
sen, pastor. First Lutheran Church is 
now realizing her building plans. We 
quote from a letter: 


“First Lutheran voted to give the 
plans to contractors now with the plan 
to begin building in April. The build- 
ing is modernistic in design with a 
seating capacity of 450 and additional 
overflow seating of 250. The structure 
is to be ground level, with no steps 
except to the balcony and to the fur- 
mace room in the basement. The build- 
ing includes an administrative area, 
library room, 14 individual classrooms, 
a chapel, lounge, and fellowship facili- 


ties for seating 300 at tables. The bulid- 
ing cost is estimated to be $200,000. 
The congregation is relocating to the 
east section of Fremont and the total 
cost of the relocation property is ex- 
pected to {be $275,000.00, which in- 
cludes a square block site for the new 
church and a new parsonage, which 
was dedicated in September 1953.” 

We understand that the congrega- 
tion will establish a $150,000.00 bond 
issue. The congregation has a yearly 
income of $30,000.00 to retire these 
bonds. The congregation conducts 
three morning services, 8:00, 9:15, and 
11:00. Its Sunday School is constantly 
increasing. 


FAMOUS SOLOIST TO APPEAR AT 
DANA COLLEGE 

Greatest Singer of this Generation 

Aksel Schiotz, baritone hailed by 
critics in Europe and America as one 
of the great singers of this generation 
will present a recital Friday, Febru- 
ary 17, at 8:15 pm. in Alumni Mem- 
orial Auditorium at Dana College, 
Blair, Nebraska. The program, one of 
the annual lyceum concerts at Dana 
(College, is open to the public. 

Mr. Schiotz will include in his pro- 
gram Schubert Lieder, works by Mor- 
ley and Purcell, and a selection of 
19th century Danish and Swedish 
songs. He will also sing Ravel’s Don 
Quichotte a Dulcinee, I-III. 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN. Official Organ of the 
Church, published 
weekly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


United Evangelical Lutheran 


Otto H. Stave, Business Manager. 


Blair, Nebr. 


Schiotz, a graduate of the Universi- 
ty of Copenhagen and the Royal Opera 
‘School of Denmark, made his debut in 
Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte” in 1939. A 
series of recordings led to engage- 
ments in England and America but 
World War II stopped his career a- 
broad. 

Lastsummer, following Mr. Schiotz’s 
performance atthe Sratford Festival in 
Ontario, the music critic of the Mon- 
treal Star wrote, “It was proper that 
the audience should unanimously have 
accorded Schiotz a standing ovation. 
Musically, his recital was the apex of 
any musical season,” 

The Toronto Telegram commented, 
“The outstanding ‘work of the evening 
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was in the Schumann Dichterlie 
work that can test the ability o 
interpreter. Mr. Schiotz took — 
numerous little songs and made) 
come to life in glowing colors.” 

During the current academic) 
Mr. Schiotz is on the staff o 
schools of music at the Universi 
Minnesota and Macalester Colleg 


Pastor and Mrs. P. L. Thorslv) 
been called to manage the Lut 
Home for the Aged at Edmore, 
The (Petersens have resigned | 
their positions as managers. 


Olivet Lutheran, Inglewood, | 
J. M. Girtz, pastor, has publis! 
rather unique annual report. It| 
the usual reports and statistica 
ures, but it also contains six 
with some 50 pictures with : 
the members in different situ’ 
The congregation moved into € 
location and built the first unit 
church in 1955. It has increa 
attendance very much. It has al 
ceived many new members sil 
moved into the new church last 
It received some 70 new me 
Dec. 18. It has a very ambitiow 
gram which requires faith and | 
The 633 baptized members 
pected to raise a budget of $55) 
in 1956. The building debt Ja 
was $133,000.00. But we feel sur 
Olivet will do it. : 


Geneva, Minn. The Communi 
theran Church. J. E. Andersen, j 
has 370 {baptized members. The 
gregation raised over $10,000.0 
past year. From the annual rep¢ 
quote: “Our church is grow 
steadily.” 


Emmaus Lutheran Church, 
Wis. Thorvald Hansen, pastor, i 
well on the way in its new ¢ 
The church raised over $50,000. 
past year. It received 71 y 
members during the year. The & 
‘School is increasing. 


Pastor Viggo J. Petersen, whi 
pastor at Penn Yan, N.Y., has 7 
to Dannebrog, Nebraska, as of 
Ist. | 


Coulter, Iowa. Pastor Jack E. | 
sen of Marcus, Iowa, has acceyz 
call extended to him from C 
Iowa. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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itorials and Comments 


READING FOR LENT 


article should have been written before, but as 
start the Lenten season, we wish to mention some of 
Lenten books that have come to our desk this year. 
have not read every word of them, but we have the 
it of taking 3-4 books with us to bed at night and 
some chapters. Let us mention some of the books. 


ices of the Passion, by O. P. Kretzmann and A. C. 


sen, Augsburg Publishing House, 126 pages, $2.00. 
s is a rather unique book, because nine people come 
yard and tell their own story of the passion of Jesus. 
s stimulating to hear the men tell of their experi- 
*s and their reactions with respect to Christ. Here 
> are : Judas, Peter, John, Caiaphas, Simon, The 
iturion, Pontius Pilate, Dismas, Paul. Then there are 
mn meditations on the seven words from the cross. 
will not go wrong with this book. 


e Cross and the Common Man, by Herman W. 
del, Concordia Publishing House, 155 pages, $2.00. 
author has written 18 short chapters in which he 
;attempted to present an everyday religion for com- 
people. He uses language that everyone can under- 
d, and his subject matter is very clearly presented, 
though it covers man’s whole relation to God. 


tod Incognito, by Roy A. Harrisville, Augsburg Pub- 
mg House, 79 pages, $1.50. The eight chapters in this 
ix indicate a scholarly mind who has read much clas- 
literature, and who is able to present things in a 
yue manner. This book will help the busy pastor 
mreparing Lenten meditations. 


pead or Alive, by Herbert Lindemann, Concordia 
[lishing House, 120 pages, $1.50. The first part of this 
x contains six sermons under the heading, Danger- 
Distractions. The author presents characters from 
‘passion and the things that kept them from Christ, 
a2 aS money, amusements, bad company, war so- 
ttication. He also has a fine sermon for Good Friday 
then four on The Risen Life. This book is well 
ith buying. 


sriously Now, by A. Ruben Gornitzka, Augsburg 
lishing House, 81 pages, $1.50. This pastor from Cen- 

Lutheran, Minneapolis, has written fifteen short 
sages which he calls thought starters for Lent. They 
very personal and stimulating for pastors and lay 
ile alike. 


rehold the Glory, by Chad Walsh, 156 pages, Harper 
Brothers, $2.00. This book is not strictly a devotion- 
ok, but it is a series of reflections on life and Chris- 
ty. The author wants us to see God. It has 21 chap- 

in three parts: Double Vision; Exploration; Dis- 
try. The author started as a newspaper man, but at 
sage of 35 he became an Episcopal pastor. He uses 
ordinary things in his presentations, which makes 
thook valuable. 
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Martin Luther, Sermons on the Passions of Christ. Au- 
gustana Press, translated by E. Smid and J. T. Isensee, 
Augustana Press, 233 pages, about $2.50 or $3.00. This is 
the first time we have a series of the clear insight and 
powerful utterances of Martin Luther with respect to 
the Passion Story. We think the translators and the 
publishers have performed a real service in getting us 
this book. This book will no doubt find its way into 
many shelves. 

Let it be said in closing that all these books may be ob- 
tained at the Lutheran Publishing House. 


WE DON’T COUNT THEM OUT 


That the Lutheran Free Church is temporarily out of 
the negotiations toward what we have been calling a 
“four-way union” has been recounted in this paper (LS 
for January 14). At the annual conference of the LFC 
in 1955 it was decided to refer the union issue to the 
congregations, and it was agreed that a favorable vote 
on the part of at least three-fourths of the congregations 
would be needed for continued participation. A count 
on the part of at least three-fourths of the congregations 
or 64 per cent of the total number of congregations vot- 
ing approved the proposed organizational basis for the 
union. Hence the referendum failed to carry. 


In view of that vote the Union Committee of the Lu- 
theran Free Church passed a resolution to the effect 
that “it does not now have authorization to participate 
further in the negotiations regarding union” but re- 
questing President T. O. Burntvedt of the LFC to at- 
tend the March 12 meeting of the Joint Union Commit- 
tee “in order to give an official report regarding the out- 
come of the referendum and to express our appreciation 
to the Joint Union Committee for past courtesies and 
fraternal fellowship and to express our hope that the 
present development will not in any way impair the 
cordial relations which prevail among our churches.” 


President Burntvedt has informed the presidents of 
the three other ‘Churches of this action. In his cordial 
letter he includes this meaningful sentence: “Any fur- 
ther developments in the LFC in the area of Lutheran 
Union will be dependent upon action of the Annual Con- 
ference.” It should be added that the 1956 conference of 
the LFC is to be held at Fargo, N. D., June 11-17. This 
sentence plainly says that the matter of membership in 
the proposed new The American Lutheran Church is 
still not a “closed issue” in the LFC—at least so far as 
its president is concerned. If many in the LFC feel 
that its membership in the new Church is not a closed 
issue, let me assure them that many outside the LEC 
feel the same way. We of the American Lutheran 
Church still do not count the Lutheran Free Church 
out of the impending union. We sincerely hope that the 
LFC may still find a way to be with us when The A- 
merican Lutheran Church begins to function. The LFC, 
with its strong emphasis on individualism and democra- 
cy in church affairs, has a real contribution to make 
tu the Lutheran Church in America. 


—Lutheran Standard. 
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THE LAST SERMON 


DO I KNOW GOD? | 


Pastor James C. Peterson, Salt Lake City, Utah, who 
passed away Sunday, Jan. 22, dictated this sermon from his 
hospital bed, Nov. 15 and 17. It was read by Deacon Albert 
Johansen at the morning service, Dec. 11. We do not know 
if he dictated any sermons after that, but we find it right 
to print the sermon in full at the beginning of our Lenten 
meditations. 

Pastor Peterson was our missionary to the Mormons in 
Utah, and we believe his last testimony will be read with 
interest. 


My Dear Congregation: 


You may rightly assume that my heart is full of deep 
emotion and that I could naturally have let these feelings 
run over heavily and deeply into this whole sermon. But I 
have prayed God to have strength to curb myself in that 
respect and to preach to you a regular Biblical sermon such 
as I have tried to do from the pulpit the 10 years of my 
ministry to you. 

The reason for selecting the particular sermon topic “Do 
You Know God?,” is that God is the One whom I have come 
to know deeper and lbetter during these weeks on my back. 
I take a free Bible text on this occasion: “And this is life 
eternal, that they should know Thee, the only true God, 
and Him whom Thou didst send, even Jesus Christ.” John 
17:3. This then is the subject of my sermon to 'you today: 
“Do You Know God?” 

It was sat the close of Jesus’ earthly ministry that He 
prayed for His disciples that pointed prayer “That they 
might know thee the only true God.” Coming thus at the 
climax of His ministry, it may truly be taken as expressing 
the central aim and purpose of His walk with those men in 
the period of three years on earth. One great purpose, then, 
namely, that. they might know ‘God, and indeed not only the 
Son of God but God the Father as well. That the individual 
souls might come to a saving knowledge of God has surely 
been, the aim of every pastor who has ministered here, and 
the pastor’s aim has been supported iby some persons who 
know the Lord. It would be a good time for each of you, 
both old and new members, to ask yourselves in all seri- 
ousness this question: “Do I know God?.” Let each one here 
today say to his soul: After so many years of hearing the 
Word of God, do I know the only true God and Jesus Christ 
whom He hath sent? May the Holy Spirit help you search 
your heart for the true answer! 

Let us first be assured from the Holy Scripture that it is 
possible for a man ‘to come to know the only true God. 
Some do deny this, even some speculative theologians deny 
the possibility. In order to avoid pantheism they resort to a 
kind of Christian deistic religion and speak of God as being 
far distant even from the believer from whom the Lord is 
separated by a vast chasm. Some honestly advocate this 
thought in order to escape familiarity with God which might 
result in irreverence. In answering this, we are aware of 
certain religious movements and tendencies which in the 
minds of some have lowered the Majesty of the eternal God 
to the common co-partnership of “God and IT’, or even “Me 
and God.” But a child of God must not let himself be led 
astray here to either side. Let us be assured that Scriptural 
knowledge of God through repentance and faith will more 
and more fill a believer’s heart with deep reverence for our 
Father in heaven. 

But some quote certain Bible verses to show a human soul 
cannot know God; yes, an earnest Christian believer may 
lose heart by a faulty interpretation of these verses. What 
shall a child of 'God say of John 1:18, “No man hath seen 


God at any time”, or I Timothy 6:16, which speaks of ’ 
as “dwelling in the light which no man can approach un 
In the presence of such Scriptures we will certainly ¢ 
vate the sincerest reverence for the Almighty and Holy ¢ 
But we rightly interpret these Scriptures to say simply * 
no man can see the Lord with the physical eye or re 
Him through human philosophy, but only through our iS 
iour and Redeemer who is the only way to the Father. | 
And now let your heart rejoice in some definitely posi 
Scriptures which tell us that our great God will let 
souls know Him. In John 14:6, Jesus plainly says that} 
can come unto the Father by Him. Now hear the we 
from Hebrews 8:11, “And they shall not teach every me 
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, know 
Lord; for they shall know me, from the least to the gr 
est.” What a wonderful day when that prophecy comes 
in any church! Finally, hear the joyful exultation in 1 J 
1:3, “Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with} 
Son Jesus Christ.” Memlbers of Tabor Lutheran Church 
these Scriptures can be fulfilled in your midst this | 
what a grand experience! And why not? It has been 
purpose of all your pastors, it has been the burden of m 
earnest prayers, and it is the gracious will of the Lor¢ 
the church. O, Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake grant | 
every soul here may know Thee, know Thee before i 
too late, yes, before the time of grace is run out! Sui 
no child of God, being finite, can fathom the depth of | 
infinite God, not on earth, oad perhaps not in all etert 
But though we cannot have full knowledge of Him, He 
not deny us real knowledge of Him. Let us now thinl 
this knowledge in more detail. 
Do you know God as a spiritual being? Do you know { 
as one with whom you can commune inwardly in jy 
heart in prayer? Or is your religion material, earthly, | 
wardly, non-personal? ‘Such was at first the difficulty of 
woman Jesus met at Jacob’s well. Then Jesus gave hé 
bit of sound Christian theology, saying, “God is a spf 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit! 
in truth.” Tt was at that point her inward being bega: 
grasp spiritual things. . 
Many in our day are extremely ignorant of spiri 
things. But let us examiné and consider our own Chris 
churches. Perhaps the rank and file of our people dol 
understand through personal experience what true spiri 
ty is. Can you truly say that you worship God in spirit] 
in truth? If not, then be assured the Lord has great | 
new things in store for you if you will seek Him wi ¢ 
your heart. He may first have to lead your souls throug 
very painful experience of repentance so you may feel 
need of God. This leads to the question: 
Do you know God in His justice? Has it dawned on } 
soul that God’s Law is not a mere arbitrary ordinance, 
truly is the expression of His own divine nature? Morec 
have you seen that God’s moral law is an expression. of 
divine ideal in which man, created in ‘God’s image, 
his true happiness and that this state can {be realized | 
when a man is forgiven and regenerated through fai 
Christ? This is what a man, in Luther’s time, and all } 
nomians have failed to understand. It is a quite c 
thing among people today that they want only the Ge 
and not the Law. The result is that they \grasp neither 
Gospel nor the Law. They may say they would like to ‘ 
an awakening in their church and parish, but by “awa 
ing’ they think of only a little stirring up of feelings! 
activity. Let us not forget that the true meaning of spir 
awakening is that souls become crushed under God’s 
(Continued on page 13) 


Lutherans Ask Bold 
Evangelism Methods 


dras, India—A new Christian 
Hgelism approach in the “awaken- 
ast,” with “boldly conceived and 
! geously operated methods” was 
i in a report adopted by the First 
Heran All-Asia Conference here. 


report, prepared by a study 
, proposed that: 


nore of the Church’s ministry be car- 
‘on by lay people and the Gospel 
presented in “the living modern 
mage of the people.” 

pdern communications methods, 
(ding radio, be used in evangelism. 


peater efforts be made to follow 
concepts of Christian life,” like 
hram fellowship idea. 


be of the “Sadhu (holy man) type 
ninistry” be explored. The refer- 

was to the itinerant preaching 
ne holy man, a well-established 
tice among Hindus in India. 


se report said that time-honored 
nures of evangelism will no longer 
e “to proclaim the Gospel of 
ist relevant to non-Christians in 
mrespective countries.” 


sia is awakened on all aspects of 
political, social, economic and re- 
us,” it said. “This religious situa- 
is an entirely new phenomenon.” 


uwother approved study group re- 

said that presentation of the 
stian message to non-Christians 
mlves not only the content of the 
ching but the attitude.” 


Ye must ibe tactful, yet positive,” 
report stated, emphasizing that 
pstian preaching and teaching is 
ssubject to adaptation to the be- 
of other religions. 


.e delegates were unanimous in 
agreement that “missionaries are 
bome to Asia as partners and col- 
vators.” 


“cc 


Yith open arms,” they said, “we 
home more and more foreign mis- 
aries to come and work in Asia.” 


ut the delegates suggested that 
~e there are political restrictions 
jonaries should come in the role 
#“chnicians, doctors, professors, ag- 
ttural and industrial experts. 


‘e conference was the most com- 
hensive ever held by Lutherans in 
. Delegates came from through- 
India, Pakistan, Burma, Malaya, 
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urch News from here and there 


Indonesia, Japan, Hong Kong, Formosa, 
New Guinea and Australia. They 
represented about 1,500,000 Lutherans. 
Theme of the meeting was “Christian 
Evangelism in a New Asia.” 


In a closing message the delegates, 
reaffirming their Christian faith, gave 
thanks: to the older Churches “for the 
Gospel of ‘Christ you brought and 
shared with us.” 


“We shall never forget this vital 
service,” the message said. “God bless 
you for all your sacrifices in men and 
money, and all your faithful ministry. 
It will be a day of special rejoicing 
when God calls us to serve you with 
the same Gospel which you have first 
given us.” 


Presiding at the conference were 
Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, newly-elected 
Bishop of the Tamil Lutheran Church 
and president since 1954 of the -Fed- 
eration of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in India; Deputy Speaker 
A. M. Tambunan of the Indonesian 
Parliament; and Dr. Chitose Kishi of 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Tokyo. 


Protestant Clergy Avoids 
Chaplaincy, NLC Is Told 


Minneapolis, Minn.—America’s 
Protestant ciergymen were charged 
here with “systematic avoidance of 
military service” iby their lack of in- 
terest in serving as chaplains to the 
armed forces of the United States. 


As a result of this ‘“class-making” 
practice, the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil was told at its 38th annual meet- 
ing, the clergy is “progressively sep- 
arating itself from the universal ex- 
perience of American men and wom- 
en.” 


The indictment was voiced by the 
Rev. Engebret O. Midboe of Washing- 
ton, D. C., in his report to the NLC as 
secretary of its Bureau of Service to 
Military Personnel. A native of Hat- 
ton, N. D., and a member of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, he was a 
chaplain for nearly five years before 
assuming his present post in June of 
1954. 


Expressing the belief that “the pre- 
vailing climate of the Church should 
be one of familiarity with the prob- 
lems and opportunities of military 
life,’ Mr. Midboe said this “will never 
be produced as long as clergymen as a 
class {by-pass all contact with military 
life.” 


And he added that “in times like 
these, the largest issues of the witness 
to Jesus Christ are involved in this 
area of responsibility.” 


“No one will question the absolute 
moral requirement for giving a suffi- 
cient number of our pastors to this vi- 
tal ministry,” he asserted. “But the 
fact of the matter is that years come 
and years go and 800 chaplain spots 
remain vacant.” 


91,000,000 to L.W.A. 


Minneapolis, Minn—Lutheran World 
Action, the annual financial appeal 
sponsored iby the National Lutheran 
Council for emergency activities at 
home and abroad, raised 104 per cent 
of its 1955 goal of $2,962,000, with re- 
ceipts totaling $3,083,522. 


Announcement of the successful 
completion of the special campaign— 
the fourth consecutive year that the 
goal has been exceeded—was made 
here by Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive 
director of the cooperative agency, 
who is also director of the LWA ap- 
peal. 


Dr. Empie reported the results of 
the drive at the opening session of the 
Council’s 38th annual meeting at the 
Hotel Leamington. 

Seven of the eight church bodies 
participating in the Council reached or 
surpassed their quotas. On a percent- 
age basis, the Augustana Lutheran 
Church topped the contributors with 
$363,520 or 109 per cent of its quota. 


Contributions to Lutheran World 
Action over the past 17 years—from 
1939 through 1955—have reached a 
grand total of $43,061,951 among the 
11,000 local congregations affiliated 
with the NLC’s member church 
groups, Dr. Empie reported. 


In addition, he said, $48,236,895 in 
food, clothing, medicines and other 
supplies have been shipped overseas 
in the past ten years by Lutheran 
World Relief, the material aid agency 
of the (Council. These goods have {been 
distributed to the needy in 28 coun- 
tries and areas. 


All the funds have been used for 
emergency activities at home and 
abroad, the major share to provide 
spiritual and physical relief in war- 
devasted countries throughout the 
world. 


The entire program of LWA and 
LWR, according to Dr. Empie, has 
been over and above the regular activ- 
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ities of the various church bodies and 
marks the greatest relief effort ever 
undertaken by Lutheran Churches in 
America or by a denomination of 
American Protestantism. 


Inormation on Presidents of Eight 
Bodies Participating in National 
Lutheran Council 


DR. FRANKIN CLARK FRY. Born 
August 30, 1900, at Bethlehem, Pa. 
President of United Lutheran Church 
in America (2,206,000 members) since 
1944. Current term of two years will 
expire in 1956. Has headquarters in 
New York City. 


DR. FREDRIK AXEL SCHIOTZ. 
Born June 15, 1901, at Chicago, Ill. 
President of Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (961,000 members) since Sep- 
tember of 1954. Current term of six 
years will expire in 1960. Has head- 
quarters in Minneapolis, Minn. 


DR. HENRY FREDERICK SCHUH. 
Born May 30, 1890, at Tacoma, Wash. 
President of American Lutheran 
(Church (862,000 members) since 1951. 
Current term of six years will expire 
in 1956. Has headquarters in Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


DR. OSCAR ALGOT BENSON. Born 
April 7, 1891, at Derry, Pa. President 
of Augustana Lutheran Church (517,- 
000 members) since 1951. Current 
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term of four years will expire in 1959. 
Has headquarters in Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


DR. THORVALD OLSEN BURN- 
TVEDT. Born May29, 1888, ati Kragerg, 
Norway. President of Lutheran Free 
Church (68,000 members) since 1930. 
Current term of three years will ex- 
pire in 1957. Has headquarters in 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


DR. HANS CHRISTIAN JERSILD. 
Born Feb. 6, 1896, at Gowen, Mich. 
President of United Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church (57,000 members) since 
1950. Current term of three years will 
expire in 1956. Has headquarters in 
Blair, Nebr. 


REV. RAYMOND WALDEMAR 
WARGELIN. Born June 25, 1911, at 
Republic, Mich. President of Finnish 
Evangelical Lutheran ‘Church of Amer- 
ica or Suomi Synod (33,000 members) 
since June of 1955, succeeding his fa- 
ther, Dr. John Wargelin. Current term 
of four years will expire in 1959. Has 
headquarters in Hancock, Mich. 


DR. ALFRED JENSEN. Born Janu- 
ary 6, 1893, at Brenderup, Denmark. 
President of American Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (22,000 members) 
since 1936 and fulltime president since 
1942. Current term of two years will 
expire in 1956. Has headquarters in 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


CLEVE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEEEEEEEEEEEELELELEEEEREEEEEESES, 
THE LIVING WORD 
By Luther A. Weigle 
“Ye allow the deeds of your fathers” 


The word “allow” is used five times 
in the King James Version of the Bi- 
ble. In each case it has the sense of 
praise, approve, or accept—the com- 
mon meaning of “allow” in the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries, de- 
rived from the Latin allaudare, to 
praise. Jesus’ accusation of the law- 
yers (Luke 11:48), “ye allow the deeds 
of your fathers,’ does not imply that 
they had any power to permit or pro- 
hibit what their fathers did. That was 
history, past and done. What he said 
was, “you approve the deeds of your 
fathers.” The Greek word means lit- 
erally “join in thinking well of.” The 
revised versions use the word “con- 
sent’—‘Yyou consent to the deeds of 
your fathers.” 


When the King James translators 
used the word “allow” in Paul’s vivid 
description of the predicament of the 


sinner (Romans 7:15)—“that which I 
do I allow not; for what I would, that 
do I not; but what I hate, that do I’ 
—they used it in the sense of “ap- 
prove.” Their rendering would be ex- 


pressed today in the words, “I do not 


approve what I am doing.” But in this 
case they mistranslated the Greek 
verb, which means “know” or under- 
stand.” What Paul said was, “I do not 
understand what I am doing.” The Re- 
vised Standard Version translates the 
verse: “I do not understand my own 
actions. For I do not do what I want, 
but I do the very thing I hate.” 
Paul’s statement in 1 Thessalonians 
2:4 does not mean merely that God 
permitted him to be entrusted with the 
preaching of the gospel, but that God 
approved him for this mission. The 
Revised Standard Version uses the 
word “approve” in Romans 14:22 also, 
and the word “accept” in Acts 24:15. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


Waupaca, Wis. A. S. Petersen, J 
tor. On January 22, 1956, 92 new m 
bers were received into members 
of Trinity congregation. Among tt 
were Pastor and Mrs. Raymond Pé 
sen and family. Pastor Paulsen is © 
Executive Director of Bethany He 
for the aged and infirm. 

A Planning Board for Trir 
Church is making plans for comp. 
ing the church building and consid 
ing the building of a new unit to m 
the need of a growing church. 7 
baptized membership of Trinity is n 
over 1450. : 


| 


LETTER 
DOES NOT BELIEVE POPE’S VISI 


Eugene, Oregi 
Dear Editor: . 


According to The Ansgar Luthe 
of Jan. 16, an associate director of | 
Department of Press, Radio and Ti 
vision of the United Lutheran Chu 
in America, selected as the top | 
ligious story of 1955 the illness and | 
covery of Pope Pius XII and his 
ion of Jesus, which he saw. 


It seems incredible that a Pr. 
tant, and least of all one conme 
with a Lutheran Church, would w 
to make headlines for the Pope, 
making such a selection and hbraz 
ly beam it to the world over the ra 
etc. Would he not have done 
world a greater service if he, thro 
the samemodern means had familia’ 
ed the world with all the atroci 
and persecutions committed by — 
Catholics toward the Christian 
ers in South America which the P 
if he really is inspired of a zeal) 
point men to Christ, and not to h 
self nor the Virgin, Mary, could : 
would stop. Just a few years ago | 
press was busy telling the world t 
the Pope has seen the Virgin Mar 
the sun. If the truth was heard | 
Pope has, undoubtedly, never s 
neither Christ nor the Virgin Mar. 


If he cannot even see the gross 
justice being done by his religi 
followers toward the Christian n 
sionaries in South America how | 
he behold the figure of Him for wk 
these missionaries are suffering | 
laboring? 


Would it not conform with be 
judgment if the following head 
had been attributed to the Pope: | 


“The Pope Continues in the Yea 
1955 to ignore the Persecution of | 
Christians in South America.” 

—Hans Nielsen, Eugene, Ore 


13, 1956 


the very first beginnings this attempt at serving the 
as been under His very marked guidance and had His 
blessing. When some of the Norwegian Lutheran 
jaries, who in {1949 had been forced out of China came 


#de them welcome as the first part of God’s answer 
onstant prayer that Scandinavian Lutheran mission- 
pent come and work here, as it was his conviction 
ney racially, linguistically and politically had better 
inities to get near the Jalpanese people than either 
axon or Teutonic people, as they always, no matter 
hey were personalily, had the great political powers in 
ackiground. Even if it never meant anything, as a hin- 
'to themselves, the Japanese might not think so. 


Deventn Day Adventists had bought a very fine pri- 
mperty, built by a wealthy man, but the entrance was 
very narrow side-street off from another narrow 
seet. Their hope to buy an empty lot giving them an 
pe from a better street seemed impossible to realize 
. Thus they were willing to sell it that they might 
.ething, if not better located, then at least more eas- 
coachajble. 


mr Anders Hoaas, saw the place and was happy to 
at $10,000. It was a very solidly built three story 
tthe lower floor was a very large dance-hall and it 
nhooms boltth on the second and on the third floor. To- 
ould not be built for ten times the price he paid. 
» sooner was it bought, than the owner of the empty 
fred to sell it at a very moderate price, giving the 
a still greater value. 
tr Hoaas had been 18 years in China. He had been 
a Bible School there the last 13 years. At least one 
former pupils and late co-workers has given his life 
ist rather than compromise as a leader of his church. 
me building was excellently suited for school work. 
did not know the language. Dr. Inadomi promised 
from Osaka, and Pastor Okuma in Kobe would also 
ult neither of them could be there all the time, they 
need of a man who could be a constant intermediary 
1 the Norwegian leaders and the Japanese students. 
my two old friends recommended me, who was some- 
ron the Pacific ocean at the time. In a way of “fact 
ger than fiction” the good Norwegians were con- 
tthat the old Dane was God’s answer to their prob- 
ut to me it did not come quite that easy. It was first 
~ when {Pastor Hoaas said: “If you will come, we shall 
iis. fall. If not, we shall have to put it off at least this 
Juaybe ‘two years.” I did not dare to take such a re- 
ility on my old head, as to hinder a greatly needed 
in being started at once, and so it seemed easier to 
ato it than to stand outside. I gave them my promise, 
der all circumstances I would stay a full year, and 
sally agreeable a second year. It was a promise IT have 
gretted. Before the two years were up I was asked 
my promise for the next two. Since then there has 
discussion. I have just stayed on happy every single 
i permitted tio keep on. 
}-eason for such a school is twofold. There is not a 
mn anywhere that could not become a more valuable 
fvorker in his church if he knew his Bible better. A 
~ading laity is an effective laity. No one can make 
possible use of an instrument or a weapon he knows 
out. And to use it well a good deal of training is of 


=o 
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KOBE L. B. I. 


By Dr. J. M. T. Winther 


But here we are faced with another great problem. We 
are in a country where the Christians of all Protestant 
churches, whether near-Unitarian or extreme Pentecostal, 
amount to less than 300,000, out of 90 million people, not 
yet one out of every 300 (when I arrived here in 1898 
there was just about one out of every 1000, but even 10 
years later, there was only one out of every 7000 in Saga 
province. 

Even when we in the Japanese clergy iniclude all the 
well educated pastors, and the evangelists who have just a 
few months’ training with a missionary, they amounted 3 
years ago to only 2045. That means that there are more 
than 44,000 people to each worker to evangelize. 

The States and Canada together have 15,613 Lutheran 
pastors for less: than 7 million, or one pastor for each 440 
members. As there are now more church members than 
unchurched people, there would on an average be less than 
900 people for whom a Lutheran pastor would be respon- 
sible, while a Jaganese worker would have almost 50 
times as many to be responsible for here. 

Our Lutheran Church began late and has had compara- 
tively little in the way of equipment. We have one good 
theological Seminary, ‘that can give those able to enter suf- 
ficient training, but according to its charter it can only 
take those who have thad at least 6 years of secondary 
schooling. And there are few of those who can volunteer, 
as they often, in order to get so far, have had to take on 
heavy fimanicial obligations. Hence the little sects that do 
not demand so much preparatory training can get more 
mien. 

It is mainly this class of pople we have in mind. Many 
have felt a call to work for the Lord, but have been un- 
able to get the required training, as they had no money to 
get into the secondary grade of schools, and so are barred 
from entering our Seminary. 

We take any one who can get a testimony for earnest 
faith and willingness to work for the Lord, whether in 
Sunday School, young people’s meetings or person to per- 
son. Spiritual maturity weighs more than educational 
achievements. 

As all truly Christian work must be voluntary we have 
no requirement that a student must work a certain time, 
corresponding to the time of instruction. Every one is free 
to go back to his own home and his own former activity if 
he so desires. But they have been the exceptions. 

So far we have had exactiy 100 to finish a full year of 
study. We have had disappointments, but they have been 
surprisingly few in number. Nearly all of them have made 
good and the large majority has surprised us with what 
they have been able to accomplish. 

When a man, or woman, has shown ability to do work 
as an evangelist, or Bible woman, and kept it up for a 
year, they have had a promise that they might come back 
for an additional year of study. We have already had two 
such second year classes, but only a large dozen have suc- 
ceeded in finishing this second year, as it has been all but 
impossible to get substitutes for them to take over their 
work while they would have been away. 

Last year was the first we had a young man for whom 
we had no work in our own Lutheran church, one reason 
was that we had very little confidence in him. He quickly 
found work in another church; and is still with them, but 
we feel sure that we have suffered no loss. Other churches 
are willing to accept any one from our school, even with- 

(Continued on page 9) 
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SOME DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT INDIA 


By Drs. Henry F. Schuh and George S. Schultz 


We have been in India long enough to have arrived 
at some definite conclusions. Not long enough to know 
the many and complex factors involved, but long enough to 
have seen all of the stations, to have talked to all of the 
missionaries (except Dr. Milton Schramm whose post at 
Rajamundry Seminary is 300 miles north of the field, 
and Rey. Erwin Chell, who as Chaplain and Bible teach- 
er at High Clerc School for Missionaries’ children is at 
Kodaikanal, about 350 miles south of the field), all 
of the pastors and many of the people. 

The observations we report here are not the result of 
two minds working in the dark but are arrived at in 
discussions with the people best qualified to know—the 
missionaries themselves. If any of these reactions seem 
critical, they are not directed at the missionaries, but 
probably were suggested by the missionaries and have 
been discussed with them. 

One cannot have toured the field as thoroughly as we 
without coming to the unshakable conclusion that the 
Church has every right to be proud of this work, as in- 
deed we are. Comparisons with home mission work or 
educational work at home, either the rapidity of their 
development or the depth of their thoroughness, are in- 
adequate and even odious. There is an altogether dif- 
ferent situation here, one in which a church was hewn 
out of solid rock over a period of 75 years or so. If this 
church is not as large as we should like it to be, if it is 
not as productive as is the American Lutheran Church, 
we need only look about us at Hindus and Moslems, 
steeped in generations upon generations of caste cus- 
toms, traditions, and religious observances, to see how 
hard a shell needs to be broken through before the Gos- 
pel can reach a human heart. 

We thank God for the blessing He has given to this 
young church, the South Andhra Lutheran Church. 
During our visit the 11th Annual Convention of that 
church was held. There were nearly 50 registered dele- 
gates—laymen, pastors, missionaries—and numerous 
visitors. For the first time in history a national (you do 
not refer to “natives” over here any more) pastor pre- 
sided. While we did not attend the business sessions, 
conducted in Telegu, those to whom we spoke felt it 
was the finest convention the church has held—the na- 
tionals showed not only a willingness ‘but an ability to 
cope with difficult problems. 

You probably know that this mission was started by 
the Hermansburg Missionary Society of Germany, 
which carried it from about 1860 until the first world 
war in 1914. We took it over then, but it was not until 
1920 that our first missionaries actually entered the 
field. (Four of the first five—Mlissionaries Oberdorfer, 
Schwan, Doermann and Schaefer—are still here). One 
cannot escape the fact that the German missionaries 
left a lasting influence, much of it good, some if it lin- 
gers as a detriment. It is obvious that the German mis- 


sionaries planted an Indian church in a Europea 
ting, as, perhaps, Americans would have done i 
absence of indigenous art forms. The churches bu 
the first mission society are all miniature Eur 
churches, Gothic arches, heavy altars, high ste 
They look almost incongruous with the huts that 
round them. The hymns we heard were mostly Ge 
chorale tunes which do not flow easily from Indiar 
The order of service taken from the German bt 
roughly to Telegu music is still in wide use. 

Today, strictly Telegu art forms are available: 
new liturgical form befitting the Telegu people is | 
ed; Telegu hymns are composed (and sung beaut 
when accompanied by drum and tambourine or 
tanets), at least on assembly place, which can | 
as a church, is constructed at Piler which at leas 
proaches practical, congruous architecture. But the 
er people, long used to the German hymns, liturg) 
architecture, seem hard put to use the newer, mol 
dian forms. A breach between old and young easi 
velops. We have consistently urged nationalist p 
to lead their congregations to use the Telegu liturg! 
hymns, and have encouraged the missionaries to de 
an indigenous architecture, cheaper, more practic 
tilitarian. 

The stewardship of this young church still r 
evidences of a German origin. While it has und 
some changes under American leadership, it ta 
long time to change a thoroughly implanted idea. | 
is the “pastor’s support,” intended to be given o: 
twice a year in addition to the Sunday offerings, | 
is reminiscent of the pew tax; the multiplicity of a] 
—communion offering, wedding offering, baptism 
ing, rice offering (gifts in kind), in addition to the 
lar Sunday offering—which is reminiscent of the 
losophy that if 10 requests are made there is a 
chance of greater response than if only one requ 
made. Proportionate giving is the objective of thd 
sionaries, but the closest they have been able to co 
its acceptance is the promotion by the Bible wome} 
the wives, when cooking daily rice, should puj 
handful aside to be brought to church. Yet one mu 
become impatient. What kind of stewardship pr 
would we in the ALC have if our average income 
35 to 50 annas a month per family—about 50 to 75) 
and nearly the American equivalent on the 
standard of living! 

The evangelism program of this young church | 
without its effectiveness nor without its proble 
is commendable that. there are in this small ¢ 
several hundred catechists, evangelists, Bible y, 
and Christian school teachers. And most of the} 
paid—35 to 40 rupees per month ($7 to $8)—H 
church itself. But in that strength lies weakness. 4 
13,000 ‘baptized members, nearly 5% (600) person} 
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by the church to do one job or another. In this set- 
it is hard for missionaries and pastors to encounter 
teer, spontaneous evangelism—in the minds of 
members, bringing strangers to church is a profes- 
business not without its monetary value! 


Isis church is growing. Spiritually it is going deeper, 
frerically it is reaching wider, its institutions are be- 
Ging larger. There has been a good bit of new build- 
Boing on, particularly in the last two years. 


at how much should this church be building? It is 
nized that the church is nearing the time when it 
operate its own affairs, maintain and reproduce it- 
but how near is it? If we build too much and too 
| orately will we not be postponing the day when this 
sch can become indigenous? Are we doing it a favor 


j disfavor to pour money into its further develop- 
at? 


KOBE L. B. IL 
(Cntinued from page 7) 


recommendation from .us. And there are far more 
fsts for our students than we are able to fill. 


#side the 100 that have been here a full year we have 
about the same number who stayed for briefer per- 
7 A large number stayed however for two terms of 
-“ months. Some of them, 11 altogther so far, have 
into our Theological Seminary in Tokyo, for we have 
sseveral university students and even graduates (while 
mic training is not a requirement, it is certainly not 
mdrance, and we have the confidence that the old Book 
#2nough even for the most learned). 


‘number of the women went on to kindergarten train- 
#schools. Others who stayed still briefer periods have 
back to their homes (health has played a big role 
chese war time babies), some intending to come back 
n when conditions in their homes have improved, still 
fs happy to have even a couple of months to get bet- 
Lequainted with the Bible. 


te little girl was callled back, as the family had been 
tted to go to Brazil. She left in deep disappointment, 
in Brazil she got in touch with a Lutheran pastor and 
bed) at once to teach Sunday School in two Japanese 
fsments where no one knew a word about Christ. The 
news from her came from our big LBI in Minneap- 
where she is training to be a missionary to her ex- 
sated people in Brazil. The Lord knows what He does. 


Building Activities 
started with one building, wonderfully provided and 
ing to start the work. Then when we needed more 
sitory space our neighbor, a doctor’s widow, rented us 
» rooms, and as the young men had such a good influ- 
on her sons, she got quite sympathetic and ended by 
g us her house at a very fair price. Money was also 
lied to enlarge it, so that 20 women can live there, 
img an apartment for a lady missionary who is both a 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 9 


These are the problems that bother our missionaries 
the most. These are critical days—even more critical 
than in the days when converts were few and there was 
no organized church. That the missionaries themselves 
are not totally clear as to how the transition from a de- 
pendent mission to an indigenous church can be made 
is not only a fact, it is a healthy fact. It results in a 
fluid, flexible attitude that keeps pace with a fluid, 
flexible church. 


In a report about a month ago, we reported an initial 
reaction. We said that this church was like a 17-year 
old boy whose care and guidance was more critical 
than that of a 3-year old daughter. Our continuing ob- 
servations have only deepened our convictions that this 
church is like the maturing boy. We have also become 
more convinced that the love of God is full to this church 
and His guiding hand is very much in evidence. 


matron for the students, and at the same time our efficient 
business manager, and leader of the girls’ evangelistic ac- 
tivities. 


At the same time Pastor Hoaas had the courage to buy 
an adjoining lot, roughily 200 ft. by 100, at a very fair 
price. Now three years later it would have been impossi- 
ble to buy for less than ten times the price paid then. 


Here we should build our real school. But the money!— 
The very day we opened the Bible School in 1950 we re- 
ceived a telegram from Oregon, bringing us $4000. Now 
that we had the land, a farmer in N. Dak., gave us $20,000 
as a first gift. Others were encouraged, and this fall we 
had $75,000 altogether. 


Then there was a slump in building activity, the contrac- 
tors were eager to get the work, and they were able to get 
materials a little cheaper, so now we get our school for 
$70,000, leaving $5000 for other needs. 


It is a 3-story re-enforced concrete building, 108x42 ft. 
It will give us class rooms, that can be combined to one 
large ‘hall, apartments for teachers, 21 rooms for students, 
with 2 in each, we exactly double our present dormitory 
space. 5 years ago Pastor Hoaas and I stood in front of the 
first building discussing whether we should start if we got 
only 4 or 5 students. 


Today we again stand before the unknown. Those who 
have had two years are supposed to come back and have 
three additional years so that they may take their places 
among the better trained pastors, altho they may not be 
able to read either Latin or German, and maybe but little 
of English and Greek (some have taught themselves to 
read, some Greek already). 


What we need now are good teachers. We have lost Dr. 
Inadomi and it will take 4-5 years before his son can come 
back. Dr. Stirewalt is not exactly young and I am 7 years 
older, either of us may go as quickly as Dr. Inadomi. But 
we trust in the Lord who in remarkable ways has helped 
us on so far. 
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John W. Nielsen, Edite 


afonfecfondoeteeteeboetectoedeefecerleetecfonleegeofoateeteoloetecforleeteoloaleoseofoeteooaloegeofoefeeealveseofoefeogealeeseodoatueleceatveseofeateofouleesealveseeloefeoleeteelerteeserleeseeleetecleelectealeeforlectonleesoaleeeeteeteeteeeeleetorleetoedes 


Bible Characters 


FIVE OF THE MOST DISAPPOINTING 


By Edward Eskildsen 


HE DISAPPOINTED MANY MEN — (Jesus) 

I hope you will pardon me for saying so, but I simply 
cannot escape the fact—the most disappointing person 
in the Bible is Jesus. Of no other person was it ever 
recorded that so many were disappointed. Many more 
were positively offended. 

After hearing Him preach, people of His home town, 
Nazareth, tried to stone Him. Pious scholars and purists 
were disappointed because He ate with sinners and heal- 
ed on the Sabbath. He disappointed Satan who used all 
his wiles to trip Him. Pharisees and Saduccees were dis- 
appointed because He failed to observe ritual cleansings 
or to fast. The great crowds were disappointed after He 
fed the 5,000 people because He did not lead them into 
battle against the Romans as their Messiah. When He 
taught, “I am the bread of life,’ many of His disciples 
were so disappointed at His teaching that they drew 
back and no longer went about with Him. Even John 
the [Baptist showed signs of disappointment when he 
asked from prison, “Are you he who is to come, or 
shall we look for another?” The very twelve were so 
disappointed when He told them He was going to Jeru- 
salem to die that they refused to believe Him. Was dis- 
appointment the motive for Judas’ betrayal? 

Jesus just was not what many people of His time 
wanted Him to be. He stood aloof from all their notions 
because His mission was higher than any of them had 
ever imagined. Their disappointmeent rose to a raging 
torrent which swept Him to Calvary and caused Him to 
be crucified. Paul said, “We preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles.” Jesus 
was truly “despised and rejected by men.” He is an 
eternal disappointment to all who wish to use Him self- 
ishly. He was no conformist—He was a Saviour. 

David Riesman, in his book, “The Lonely Crowd” 
calls people of our time “other directed,” meaning by 
this that we are controlled by our concern for what 
others think and say. We do not like to offend—we 
want everyone to like us. We certainly carry this to a 
fault. We are sometimes so much concerned about this 
that we fail to consider the will of God. 

Of course we do not want to become obnoxious or 
wear a chip on our shoulders. Neither need we be afraid 
of disappointing others if we have the courage to please 
God. Jesus’ willingness to disappoint actually became 
one of the finest jewels in His crown. Because He was 
willing to empty Himself of all praise and honor He has 


the name which is above every name, and before F 
every knee must bend. Because He was willing to 
counted an offense by men on earth He receives © 
eternal praise of saints and angels in heaven. 

Jesus said, “Blessed is he who takes no offense at x 
Such a statement should be embarrassing to us— 
think that we would so presume. Yet many were 
fended because they were afraid to let His light sh 
in their lives. “This is the judgment, that the light | 
come into the world, dnd men loved darkness rat 
than light, because their deeds were evil.” : 

Jesus was the most disappointing person who e 
lived, but not to those redeemed by Him. To them | 
has become the source of all joy and hope. In th 
He has become the source of love and courage and | 
willingness to disappoint when needful to serve 
real needs of men and the glory of God. 

Perhaps it seems offensive to include Jesus in s 
a list of disappointing characters as Saul, Solomon, { 
Jonah. But He came to be numbered with the trz 
gressors. He came to be made sin for us, so tha 
Him we might become the righteousness of God. 
this He must have our deepest devotion. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


The following are pithy sayings of Olfert Ricarc 
culled from his writings by Svend Rehling, an 
translated by Einer Romer, pastor at Avoca, Iow. 

* * * * 
Consider seriously what you are doing for th 
kingdom of God; and, if you are doing nothing, i 
is time for you to consider what God then will d& 
for you. 

* * * * 


There is a glory to be found in every occupatio 
when it is received as a calling from God and i 
done for His honor. 

* * * * 


Perhaps you think your prayer only reaches th: 
ceiling; but that is far enough, for God is in thf 
room where you are praying. 
* * * * 
The will is the center of a man’s personali | 
what he wants to be and do determines what he is 
* * * * | 


Nothing goes of itself on this earth except whats 
going down hill. 
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These Crucial Years 


as for you, continue in what you have learned 
ve firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
it.” So Paul writes to Timothy, and so I might 
o you for everything points to the fact that you 
agers are passing through a crucial period in 
e. 
early in your teens most of you stood around 
sar in your church. There you promised before 
d a large congregation of friends and relatives 
y the grace of God you would be faithful to your 
fesus Christ. You were not flippant; you meant 
that vow until the very end of your life be- 
you knew that God loved you and that Jesus 
pur Saviour. 


a few years have passed, and we can ask, have 


tly a survey was made of 129 Lutheran stu- 
ho attended the Northfield Senior High School. 
students are young people like you. They date 
dy and belong to a church. In fact, they come 
ree different synods and from ten different con- 
ms. They represent three U.E.L.C. congregations 
us), three L.F.C. ones, and four E.L.C. ones. 
wo-thirds of them come from a large congrega- 
over 2000 members. The other third come from 
mgregations with about 300 or fewer members. 
live in the country; others live in town. Some 
»m big families, others from small, but on the 
they are probably very much like you. 


aswer to a question about baptism most of the 
eople indicate an awareness of its spiritual sig- 
e with 84% of them stating that it is when a 
receives God’s grace and Spirit. Of the others, 
that it is when a child is sure of salvation, 6% 
is when he becomes a member of a church, and 
t it is when he receives his name. 


1 asked whether they have remained in fellow- 
ith God since their baptism, only 58% can give 
‘ite “yes.” 9% confess that they have not, while 
aining 33% are not sure. Boys, on the whole, 
hemselves to be less certain of their relationship 
than girls. There are twelve young people who 
yy have not remained in fellowship with God. 
se nine are boys. Of the 42 who are not sure, 
‘boys. 


asked whether they have assurance of salva- 
clay, 70% answer yes, and 30% say no. Again 
d to the negative. Of the 38 who do not have 
ce 27 are boys while only 11 are girls. 


lonly does the survey indicate that boys express 
‘ves as less likely of having assurance, but it al- 
als that the farther away from confirmation a 
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young person is the likely he is to have assurance. Of 
the sophomores, who in this case are only a year from 
confirmation, 81% state that they are sure that they 
are saved. Among the juniors, this figure drops to 73%, 
while among the seniors only 44% say that they now are 
sure of their salvation. 


If these figures are in any way characteristic of the 
young people of the Lutheran Church, they present us 
with a challenge whether we be leaguer, pastor, par- 
ent, or youth worker. We must seek to make our con- 
tacts with our young people of greater spiritual signif- 
icance, and we must reach them as individuals or we 
will probably continue to face a staggering casualty 
list among our confirmed and maturing young people. 
We must reach more—not only the regular comers— 
with our league program, and that program must con- 
cern itself with both personal faith and Christian fel- 
lowship. 


Your teens are a crucial period. Will you keep the 
faith? And, keeping it, will you try to help others? 
J. W.N. 


The Hymns Youti Loves to Sing 


Welcome, New York! With this week’s poll seven 
leaguers from St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church of Laur- 
ens make their contributions. The same ten hymns are 
still on our list, but there has been a slight shift in 
their positions. 


. Beautiful Saviour (152) 

. Rock of Ages (62) 

. Holy, Holy, Holy (52) 

Living for Jesus (47) 

. The Old Rugged Cross (44) 

. A Mighty Fortress (38) 

. Onward, Christian Soldiers (38) 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus (38) 


© Oo ND HW PF & DY 


. Sweet Hour of Prayer (36) 
10. Our Father Has Light in His Window (35) 


Our poll now represents the opinion of 305 young 
people from twenty-two leagues. These leagues are lo- 
cated in Alberta, California, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, New York, North Dakota and Wisconsin. 
We are still waiting to hear from the leagues that have 
not yet reported. 


During February and March we welcome the hymn 
favorites of our adult readers. Send them to the editor 
on a postcard. 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


“THE LORD GIVETH” 


God lent him to me for my very own, 

Let me /become his father, me alone! 

Gave him to me not for an hour—for 
years! 

(Tis gratefulmess gleams in my eyes, 
not tears) 

No joy that fathers know but it was 
mine 

In fathering that laddie strong and 
fine. 

Time after time I said: ‘““Tis but a 
dream; 

I shall awake to find things only seem 

Grand as they are.” Yet still he lin- 
lingered on 


Till year on sweeter year had come 
and gone. 

My heart is filled forever with a song 

Because God let me have my lad so 
long. 


He was my own until I fully knew, 

And never could forget, how deep 
and true 

A father’s love for his own son may 
Ibe. 

Il; drew me near God himself; for he 

Has loved his Son. (These are but 
grateful tears 

That he was with me all those happy 
years! ) 


Strickland Gillilan. 


TODAY 


With every rising of the sun 

Think of your life as just begun. 

The past has canceled and ‘buried deep 

All yesterdays. There let them sleep. 

Concern yourself with but today. 

Grasp it, and teach it to obey 

Your will and plan. Since time began 

Today has been the friend of man. 

You and today! A soul sublime 

And the great heritage of time. 

With God himself to bind the twain, 

Go forth, brave heart! Attain! Attain! 
—Author Unknown. 


THERE WAS CALM 


By Fred Schreffler 
“In the tombs and in the mountains,” 
Grim, forbidding all about, 
Dwelt that haunted, hopeless creature, 
Torn within and torn without. 
From his home and village driven 
To this wilderness redoubt. 


Never was there man could tame him, 
Till one day, with fiendish roar, 

Down the rocky steep he ‘bounded, 
(Charged the group that came ashore; 

But the Man who stepped to meet him 
Was a man—and He was more! 


Now the raging soul is quiet, 
Sitting clothed upon the ground; 
Even Peter has no comment, 
As, in awe, they gather round: 
Gentle waves upon the seashore, 
And a tranquil hush profound. 


—Free Methodist. 


SIN’S WITHHOLDING TAX 


By R. A. Kerby 

The “good things” of God’s pro- 
vision and protection so eagerly long- 
ed for by Israel were not arriving. 
Calamity, clad in somber garb and 
wearing a dark frown, was stalking 
through the stricken villages and a- 
cross the desolate countryside. The 
zero*hour of doom was at hand! To the 
eastward, the Babylonish hordes were 
assembling in great fury for the im- 
minent invasion of the Land of the 
Covenant. 

The prophet Jeremiah scanned the 
face of the lowering heavens and, 
with great accuracy, read “the signs 
of the times.” These portents of com- 
ing doom declared a message which 
cut no corners, shaded no colors, and 
spared no sin. The questing mind of 
the weeping prophet delved to the 
very bottom of affairs to locate the 
cause for the impending holocaust; 
therefore he declared that this cause 
did not reside in the cruel hearts of 
the invaders, but rather resided in the 
heart of faithless and jbacksliding 
Israel. His final judgment was, ‘Your 
sins have withholden good things 
from you.” The “good things” of God’s 
provision and protection had been de- 
voured (by sin’s withholding tax! 

The greatest peril now confronting 
the Western world is not the evil 
lodged in the hearts of those ruling 
behind the Iron Curtain; but rather, 
it is the evil that now fills our lands 
to overflowing. Sins of almost every 


kind and variety are being pra 
secretly or openly, and any old 
ioned talk of standards is wu: 
sneered out of court as being “le 
tic.” A so-called “gospel freedon 
allowing many church people t 
neck and neck with the most ay 
worldlings in the mad scrambl 
money, pleasure, and power. If ' 
Israel, persist in this wicked ec 
we shall one day be forced to £ 
blood and tears, as Israel did, 
withholding tax. | 

Herald of Ho. 


WITH SONGS AND HONOI 
With songs and honors sounding 
‘Address the Lord on high; | 
Over the heavens He spread; 
cloud, 
And waters veil the sky. 
He sends His showers of ble 
down 
To cheer the plains below; 
He makes the grass the mou 
crown, 
And corn in valleys grow. 


His steady counsels change th 
Of the declining year; 

He bids the sun cut short his ri 
And wintry days appear; 

His hoary frost, His fleecy sno} 
Descend and clothe the gro 

The liquid streams refuse to fl 
In icy fetters bound. 


He sends His word, and mel 
snow; 

The fields no longer mourn; 
He calls the warmer gales to b 

And bids the spring return. 
The changing wind, the flying 
Obey His mighty word: | 
With songs and honors soundin/ 
Praise ye the sovereign Lord! 
—Isaac | 


Father (to his son’s teacher):| 
is Bobby doing in his history? } 
never any good at it.” 

Teacher: “History is repeating 
Sita 


If you want to stay young, j1 
sociate with young people. If y 
te get old in a hurry, just try 
up with them. 


A 4-year-old was told a stor 
little boy who had an excitil 
venture. When the story was fi 
he asked, “But where was th 
boy’s mother?” The storyteller | 
didn’t mention his mother. F 
she was dead. Concluded the 
year-old:—“I bet she was kille 
nervous wreck.” 
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_ THE LAST SERMON 

(Continued from page 4) 

extent that sinners feel themselves in the hands of 
y God. Only then will a man cry, as they cried on the 
ay of Pentecost after Peter’s sermon, “Men and breth- 
hat shall we do?” When men came to know God in 
ystice, it was then that three thousand could be won 
ngle day, and it was then that saved souls could be 
to the church each day. May the Lord grant our 
es such great experiences throughout America today! 
d be the rebirth of a nation. Yes, may He gracious- 
mt it even here today. For it is certainly to be under- 
that the Law has revealed God in His justice, and the 
| is present under the Holy Spirit to bring healing 
iis greater than the balm of Gilead. And there shall be 
m the soul, the song of praise which none other can 
nan. those who have seen the love of God through the 
‘s which pierced the darkness of the cross on Calvary. 
now, do you know God? Do you know Him thus? 
it is possible that a man can know God thus, know 
wy the enlightenment and power of the Holy Spirit 
th the Word. 

rou know God in His holiness? In Leviticus 11:44, and 
_in 1 Peter 1:16, mankind is given to know that God 
v within His own divine nature, and the conclusion 
for us in the same Bible verse that this point of 
edge being given us, our aim should be to live a holy 
Be ye holy, for I am holy,” are the words. 

Word of God gives us here the one great basic in- 
to sanctification, namely, that our nature may be 
onformed to the nature of Him who created us, re- 
f1 us through His only begotten Son, yes, who called 
the Gospel, forgave us our sins and accepted us as 
fildren. I am referring here, of course, to those of us 
rre become ‘God’s children through faith. How often 
mot Christian people failed in sanctification because 
iorgot to set their hearts on ‘(God Himself! They have 
red their lives merely by man-made rules, or they 
‘ooked upon God’s own Law as a mere set’ of com- 
ments apart from His Personal Being. 

true that the holiness of God has no attraction for 
mregenerate sinner, who does not comprehend the 
that pertain to the kingdom of God and who iby his 
t nature loves sin. But the man who has been “be- 
again” to be a child of (God will hate sin because he 
God and loves God, in whom is no sin at all. Yes, 
(Christian will more and more come to know God 
his daily life with (God progresses. Not only will he 
,ght more perfectly about God in the Scriptures, but 
e learns of God in the Bible will result in acquaint- 
with (God Himself. What a great goal for a man’s life 
Mown here in this war-torn and sinful world, to be 
bs 'God Himself is holy! Is it your aim? And are you 
fully conscious of it? Perhaps you say: “Yes, but the 
I become! conscious of God’s high purpose with my life, 
ore I feel my own weakness.” 

ou know God in His wisdom and power? In the first 
of Romans, Paul charges that the sinful ignorance 
weakness of even the heathen people are inexcusable, 
se they might have known His eternal power and god- 
by honest observance of the things which He has 
Hl. Some ranking modern scientists have noted a great 
criking truth in this. One reads Job 26:8, “He bindeth 
‘waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud is not rent 


lisdom binds up the nimbus cloud with a blanket of 
eric density so secure that the cloud is not rent 
tthe time and place of delivery.” Another scientist 
Job 38:4-6, wherein God challenges Job with the 
“Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of 
wrth? Who hath laid the measures thereof...? or who 
itretched the line upon it?” and the scientist declares: 
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“That’s it! the exact size of the earth was decided with su- 
preme intelligence. Have not modern scientists definitely 
figured out that if the diameter and circumference of this 
earth had been a little less, the air would be so thin and the 
cold so severe that human life could not be sustained. More- 
over, had the earth ‘been a little larger, the air would be so 
dense and the heat ‘so intense that no man could live on this 
planet.” Surely the power of God is manifested in the things 
that are made. 

But in the first chapter of Romans Paul speaks of another 
power, a power which only God’s children know. He testi- 
fies concerning “the power of God unto salvation to every- 
one that believeth.” This power is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
of which Paul declares he is not ashamed. We teach and be- 
lieve that God is almighty. Omnipotence is one of His at- 
tributes. Do we sometimes think of this only as applying to 
the acts of creation and of upholding the world? Let every 
struggling) child of God believe that the divine spiritual 
power is of greater significance than ‘(God’s power over 
matter. Do you know God in His power to overcome temp- 
tations, difficulties, doubt, and discouragement? Pray that 
you may miore and more know God as a spiritual refuge 
and strength, and a very present help in trouble. For thus 
God’s people have learned to know Him through the ages. 

Do you know God in His rest? Have you so learned to 
rest your weary soul and mind in reliance on His Word and 
promises that you have found in Him that secret calm and 
peace which He gladly gives His children who live close 
to 'His eternal Being? In ‘Genesis, the second chapter, we are 
told that God “rested on the seventh day from all his work 
which he had made.” Yet Jesus said, ‘The Father worketh 
until now, and I work.” This must mean, then, that God has 
a divine, secret way of enjoying restfulness in the midst of 
work and unlimited activity. Yes, Jesus calls us to share in 
that secret when He says, in Matthew 11:28, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” Surely this restfulness of God is what our modern 
world needs so very much, Not only do the thousands of 
war-neurosis men on Mare Island and Oak Knoll need it, 


‘but the millions of men and women in the various walks 


of civilian life hunger for it. Yes, may this rest of God come 
down like the balm of Gilead with healing for troubled and 
fretful hearts even here this moment. This healing, soothing 
rest from heaven comes into your heart, dear hearer, when, 
having unburdened your soul to (God in confession of sin, 
you believe His pardoning grace in Jesus your Saviour. It 
further comes as in earnest prayer you bring into His pres- 
ence everything which troubles and worries your mind. Not 
only in regard to the pressing things of the present moment 
may a man cast his care upon God, but in respect to the 
future as well. And what a new grip on life a man gets 
when he can lift up his head and look to the future through 
faith and hope. It was when Job could say, “I know that 
my redeemer liveth,” that he received courage, vision, and 
strength to rebuild his life from the status of a man sitting 
on an ash heap and scraping his sores with a piece of brok- 
en pottery. 

O, that our wearied and hopeless world might find this 
great secret in the presence of the Almighty! For surely He 
will not deny men a place in His Presence, when, in humble- 
ness of repentance, they come to Him. Even now, in the still- 
ness of this sanctuary you may take Him at His Word when 
He says: “Come unto me.” 

Let us honestly admit that as far as we can sense the 
true facts, there are many, far too many, persons in our 
parishes who have never really come to such knowledge of 
God. Let us pray that ia salutary earnestness may fill the 
hearts of every one here at the realization that even after 
so many years there may be souls that do not know God. 
Remember Jesus’ words to Philip: “Have IT been so long a 
time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?” 

(Continued on page 15) 


Here’s the easiest way — | | = 
to help give your child $100,000 | : 


In tomorrow’s business world, competition among 
young people for the best jobs will be greater than ever. 
While it is true that some men succeed without 

a college education, statistics show that, on the average, 
the man who graduates from college will earn 

$100,000 more during his lifetime than the one who 

does not have a college education. 


PaAl 
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You can help give your child this $100,000 advantage 
through a LUTHERAN BroTHERHOOD plan for education. 
Simply mail the coupon for complete information. 


‘ 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD ~ 
701 Second Avenue South - ¢ Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
Please have one of your represenatives show me how 


I can assure my child of a college education and hel 
give him a $100,000 advantage. <a 
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701 Second Aven’ Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
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